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DEATH DREADFUL TO THE UNGODLY. 


Gather not my soul with sinners.—Psalms xxvi. 9. 


Tere is something in death from which human nature instinctively 
shrinks with dread and horror. Come in what form it may—come attend- 
ed with all the alleviating circumstances which sympathy and the assidu- 
ities of friendship can impart, it is still armed with terrors which neither 
reason, fortitude, nor philosophy can dispel. We may speculate upon the 
nature and the necessity of death, and summon all our energies to meet 
it with calmness and composure. But when we see the emaciated form, 


the ghastly countenance, and the dying strife, we feel our courage fail, 
and shrink from the approaching conflict. It does not reconcile us to 
our lot that the generations who have preceded us, have been swept 
away by this invincible foe. The power of death as felt by others, and 
felt by ourselves, is so entirely different, that we feel the same anguish 
and dread as though we were its first victims. We cannot familiarize 
our minds with this event, so as to feel no misgivings or concern’ when 
we see it approaching. There is in it something so stern and inexora- 
ble, something so repulsive and abhorrent to our nature, that the more 
we see of its ravages, the more we dread to fall under its power. Nor 
is this revulsion of feeling confined to rational beings, but it extends to 
the animal tribes universally. You have heard their moanings and dole- 
ful cries when one of their own kind has been struck down in death. 
They feel, apparently as well as we, that it is the rebuke and curse of 
God inflicted on account of sin. 

But there are circumstances which vastly augment the terrors of 
death, and render it a scene ten-fold more dismal and frightful than it 
is naturally or necessarily. It is to these the inspired penman had spe- 
cial reference, when he offered the petition, “ Gather not my soul with - 
sinners.” In his time, as well as in our own day, death was doing his 
dreadful work. All classes felt his cold and iron grasp, and withered 
beneath his stroke. Some, as they passed away, were cheered with 
the hope of a glorious immortality, while others had fearful forebodings 
of weeping, lamentation and wo. He was conscious that “no man 
has power over the spirit to retain the spirit, and that there is no dis- 
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charge in this war.” He does not pray to be delivered from death, 
for he. knew that it “is appointed unto all men once to die.” It was 
to him “ indubitably certain that his energies must be wasted, his coun- 
tenance changed,” and that he must be conversant with 


“ The coffin, the shroud, the mattock, and the grave, 
The deep, damp vault, the darkness and the worm.” 


But this he most earnestly desired, and most fervently prayed might 
not be true in respect to him, that his “ soul should be gathered with 
sinners.’? Whatever other circumstances might aggravate the anguish 
of his dying hour, he felt that the apprehension of such an issue would 
be intolerable to be borne. He knew he should then need the sustain- 
ing grace of God, and the kind assiduities of those who would com- 
mend his departing spirit to the mercy of the Lord Jesus. 

The text suggests a topic of great practical interest and importance, 
viz.: the misery of dying in the company and with the character of 
sinners. Gather not my soul with sinners.” It will be my aim to 
present some considerations which will exhibit this subject in its true 
and proper light 


I. Such a death is cheered with no well-grounded hope of a blessed 
immortality. Unwearied efforts have been made to prove that “all 
things come alike to all; that there is one event to the righteous and 
to the wicked ; to him that sacrificeth and to him that sacrificeth not; 
to him that sweareth and. to him that feareth an oath.” Arguments 
long and labored have been adduced to quiet the fears of those, who 
tremble at the recompense due to their sins. Sophistry has lent her 
aid to mystify and misrepresent the truth, and men of reprobate minds 
have impiously denounced the justice of God in its threatened execution 
against persevering transgressors. But these efforts have proved 
utterly powerless to allay the apprehensions of an awakened conscience, 
or to impart consolation to the despisers of the Gospel in the hour of 
their extremity. The truth will flash upon the mind in spite of every 
effort at resistance, that men will “receive according to the deeds done 
in the body.” There is something within us, that responds to the truth 
of the inspired declaration, “ what a man soweth that shall he also 
reap.” “If he sow the wind, he shall reap the whirlwind.” Weare 
prone to forget, that there is in the truth a fitness and an adaptation to 
the nature of things, which no effort or artifice can destroy. The man 
who arrays himself against it, is like one who fights against the laws of 
universal nature. We should pity the weakness and the audacity of 
him who should attempt to defeat the great plan of God in its beneficent 
and universal operation. We should pronounce it folly and madness, 
if men should attempt to arrest’ the springing of vegetation, and the rain 
from descending, and the sun from giving light and heat. Their impo- 
tency would instantly be seen, and the plan of God would roll on 
regardless of their opposition and rage. But the recompense which is 
due to an unholy and wicked life will come with the same infallible 
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certainty, as the laws which govern the natural world accomplish their 
great design. Men, in their blindness and infatuation, forget that sin 
and misery are necessarily and indissolubly joined together. This has 
been a fatal oversight in every age, and it has contributed largely to 
the perdition of myriads of our race. But it is a needless and an inex- 
cusable oversight, because in addition to the Divine testimony, there 
are facts continually occurring, which prove that “the wages of sin is 
death.” We know thata dissolute life brings poverty and shame, with 
the attending evils of remorse and a premature grave. This is in 
accordance with a great law of Heaven, undeviating and universal in 
its application. But it is equally certain that a prayerless and an 
unholy life will result in a miserable and despairing death. The man 
who spends his Sabbaths in dissipation and sin will find no Sabbath of 
rest in heaven. He, who has scorned the warnings of the Gospel, and 
despised a compassionate Saviour, will not share in the glory of the 
righteous at the great rewarding day. The punishment with which the 
wicked will be requited is nothing more than the carrying out of the 
great plan of God, distinctly announced in the season of their probation. 
God makes no new decree, but simply executes the penalty which he 
has proclaimed to be the true desert of sin. 

What ground of hope, then, can the unpardoned sinner have in death ? 
He may , ay but he cannot disprove, the Divine justice in consigning 
him to eternal wretchedness and wo. He may strive to comfort him- 
self with the exuberance of Divine mercy. But the mercy of Gof is 
discriminating as well as everlasting. Jt is mercy shown to the peni- 
tent, not to incorrigible transgressors. The provisions of the Gospel 
were made for the very purpose of enabling God to be “ just and the 
justifier of him which believeth in Jesus.” But the contemners of 
Gospel grace have no claim upon the mercy of God. Their souls 
must be gathered with sinners, and, like Balaam, they must see the 
“ glory of Israel afar off,” but have no share in it. 


II. The death of sinners is aggravated by the fact that all their 
friendly alliances are broken up, never more to be renewed. It would 
be a forlorn and wretched condition to be doomed to spend life solitary 
and alone, cut off from the society of friends, and from all those kind 
assiduities which affection prompts. Our most valued earthly comforts 
spring from that mutual regard, and delightful interchange of thought 
and feeling, which we are permitted to enjoy. Life would scarcely be 
worth possessing, if we were obliged to press on our rugged way with 
none to sympathize in our sorrows, or to share our joys. But this is 
one of the appalling aspects in the death of sinners. Up to this period, 
they may have enjoyed whatever can render life attractive and desira- 
ble. They may have had a circle of endeared friends, and a rich pro- 
fusion of earthly blessings. They may have been conversant with all 
the refinements and elegances of genteel life. Their wants may have 
been anticipated, and all their wishes fully gratified. They may have 
swayed sceptres, and dwelt in palaces, and enjoyed an uninterrupted 
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tide of worldly prosperity. But when death comes and marks them as 
his victims, how sad and dreadful the change! They have no power 
to arrest his approach, or to turn aside the fatal stroke. They are 
hurried away regardless of prayers and tears, and the lamentations of 
bereaved friends, and ushered into those solemn scenes where their 
worst fears will be more than realized. And then, the anguish of sepa- 
ration is greatly augmented by the fact that it must be eternal, or if 
they meet their impenitent friends again, it will be in circumstances 
where they will heap upon each other bitter reproaches and aggravate 
each other’s misery. 

There is nothing in the friendships of the wicked in this world that 
will render their renewal in eternity a thing at all to be desired. They 
may have been strongly attached, but their influence has been mutually 
corrupting, and strengthened each other in rebellion and sin. They 
may have shared together the bounties of Providence, but they have 
never excited each other to a grateful acknowledgment of the profusion 
of their blessings. They have done nothing to promote each other’s 
salvation ; nothing to commend religion to each other’s serious regard ; 
but alas, how much to prevent those heavenly influences which might 
have issued in each other’s conversion and salvation. They have talked 
of Christ and his cross, of heaven and its reward, of hell and its tor- 
ments, but never in a way to aid each other in procuring a crown of 
life. And what must be the meeting of such friends in eternity, but 
one of mutual crimination, rage and despair? You encouraged me, 
says one, by solicitation and example, to forsake the sanctuary and to 
spend my Sabbaths in folly and sin; and as a consequence, I am ban- 
ished from a Sabbath of eternal rest. You, says another, scoffed at 
religion and enticed me along, till iniquity has proved my ruin. Had 
it not been for you, says a third, I should have embraced the Saviour 
and been happy in his kingdom. On the very point of choosing him 
as my portion, you enticed me back to the world, and induced me to 
grieve the Holy Spirit to a final departure. It was your example, says 
a fourth, that encouraged me to live without prayer, and to defer 
repentance till death closed my probation and shut me up in this prison 
of despair. In these and coe strains will the wicked reproach each 
other for the sorrow and the anguish they feel. Their present intimacy 
and friendship will serve only to enhance the misery of their future 
association. In proportion as they have corrupted each other on earth, 
they will torment each other in hell. If there is anything that can fill 
a benevolent heart with sadness and pain, it is a pare. 8 so common 
of a company of sinners full of merriment and glee, pressing their 
way down to the chambers of death. In a little time, how changed 
will be the scene! How different the estimate of the enticing and the 
absorbing things of earth! How different will salvation and perdition 
appear! How different the object for which life was given ; how dif- 
ferent the madness and the guilt of rejecting an atoning Saviour! But 
of all the miserable groups that will sink to perdition, I have often 
thought that of the family group will be the most wretched. An entire 
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family in hell, parents and children, brothers and sisters; what a 
spectacle to contemplate! A family lost beyond the possibility of 
redemption! A family spending eternal ages in weeping, and wailing 
and wo: 


“Reaping the bitter harvest which their sins have sown.” 


Impenitent parents, have you seriously thought of the probability of 
such an issue? Have you reflected that, persisting in your present 
course, you must perish, and that your children, influenced by your 
example, will probably perish with you? 0, if there is any prayer 
that parents should offer with an agony of desire, it is this, gather not 
our souls with sinners. The misery of Dives was augmented by the 
apprehension, that his five brethren would come to that place of tor- 
ment. It was not benevolence that led him to desire Abraham to send 
a messenger from the eternal world to warn them of their danger. It 
was the dread of meeting them in hell. He had probably done much 
to corrupt, and to strengthen them in rebellion against God, and he 
knew they would curse him for the agonies they would suffer. 


IIL. In the death of sinners, the dreadful despotism of sin becomes 
universal and eternal. This life is rendered comfortable by the re- 
straints which are imposed on the bad passions of the human heart, 
and by all those purifying and ameliorating influences which emanate 
from the Gospel. We are protected from the outbreaking of depravity 
by the strong arm of law, and by the infliction of severe penalties upon 
flagrant offenders. But we see enough of the ravages of sin to judge 
of the terrible consequences, if it were permitted to rage on unchecked. 
Let any community be under the full dominion of unrestrained passion, 
let pride stalk abroad in its insolence, and avarice have full scope for 
its grinding oppression, let envy corrode, and malice wreak its ven- 
geance upon its victims, let resentment pour forth its bitter curses and 
trample and triumph over innocence, and who would not flee from that 
place as Lot fled from Sodom? It would be a spot dreadful to behold 
and intolerable to dwell in. And yet, it is nothing but the prevalence 
and the despotism of sin that renders it so execrable and abominable. 
What, then, must that world be, where all the wicked shall be congre- 
gated, and be permitted to act out their depravity in full maturity with- 
out restraint! You have all seen men, whose loathsome wickedness 
sent a thrill of horror through your souls. To be associated with them 
a month or.a week would fill you with indescribable misery. But their 
degradation and wretchedness is owing wholly to the predominance and 
the despotism of sin. Let men laugh at the ima ery by which the tor- 
ments of the lost are shadowed forth, if they will; let them deride the 
burning lake and the undying worm; there is still enough in the fury 
of passion and the despotism of sin to render any place where the 
wicked are thrown together a place of insufferable misery. In view 
of what we now see, we can easily depict what will be, when all mo- 
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tives to the practice of virtue shall cease, and the restraints of grace shall 
be removed, and the wicked shall exhibit their full character without dis- 

uise. Whatever of hatred or malignity they possess will be acted out 
in defiance of God and regardless of the misery they produce. O what 
a world will that be, where every soul is filled with fury and passion, 
where all are hateful and hating one another; eager to torment their 
associates, and in return tormented by them, for ever dying and yet never 
dead! If this will not constitute a hell, describe one if you can. Grant, 
if you choose, that literal fire is not a part of the punishment of the 
wicked. It is not necessary it should be, to render perdition a scene of 
universal and eternal wailing. There are those who seem to feel that 
they have subverted the orthodox faith in respect to the retributive just- 
ice of God, if they can show that the threatenings of the Bible are set 
forth in figurative language. But their efforts amount to nothing, un- 
less they can prove that there is nothing in the future condition of the 
impenitent which is shadowed forth by the terrific imagery of the in- 
spired pages. The grand design of the sacred writers is to fasten the 
conviction on our minds, that misery is the certain recompense of a de- 
praved and ungodly life. It matters but little as to the mode of its in- 
fliction, if the reality is fixed and certain. It is amazing to what shifts 
men will resort to relieve themselves from the pressure of an unwel- 
come truth, Let them prove, if they can, that sin, when it is finished, 
does not bring death. Let them prove that wicked passions cherished 
in this life will not torment their possessors in the life to come. Let 
them prove, that the way of transgressors, which is seen to be hard 
here, will not be terribly more so hereafter. Till these and similar 
things are proved, they have not advanced one step in proving that 

erdition is a fiction, and that no wrath is in store for the workers of 
iniquity. 

But there is still another aspect in which this point should be viewed, 
that furnishes a complete refutation of that miserable sophistry, which has 
done so much to delude and destroy souls. The threatenings of the Bible, 
it is said, are in figurative language. But is not the happiness of the 
righteous set forth in figurative language also? And yet, whoever 
dreamed of denying the reality of heaven on this account? Who 
doubts there is a heaven, because it is represented as a vast city, whose 
foundations are jasper, and whose walls are garnished with all manner of 
precious stones? Who feels less interest to secure an inheritance 
there, because the streets of the city are represented as of pure gold, 
and every part of it resplendent with unfading glory? The object of 
this representation is perfectly understood. It is intended to convey 
to our minds a vivid impression of the unspeakable happiness and 
glory of heaven. As such, we receive it, and in the same manner, 
according to every principle of fair interpretation, we are bound to in- 
terpret the imagery, which shadows forth the misery of the lost. 


IV. Another consideration which spreads a deeper gloom over the 
death of sinners, is the power of an awakened conscience. Impenitent 








ut 
at 


tt. 





DEATH DREADFUL TO THE UNGODLY. 103 


men labor hard, and are often successful in this life, in quieting the re- 

roofs of this inward monitor. They enjoy facilities for this purpose, 
of which they will be deprived at death. The world is ——s and 
absorbing, and in its various pursuits of business and pleasure, they 
are able, to a great extent, to keep out of sight and out of mind, the 
scenes which eternity will disclose. The eyes of their understanding 
are darkened, and unbelief is as a thick veil through which they see 
but dimly, spiritual objects. But at death this veil is torn away, and 
God and heaven and hell are contemplated as present, living realities. 
There are no intervening objects to obstruct the vision, or to divert the 
attention from the unchanging destiny which awaits the soul. Things 
will then appear as they are. The law of God will be seen to be holy, 
sin will appear exceeding sinful, and the characters of men will be un- 
veiled and be exhibited in the blazing light of truth. In these circum- 
stances, when men have nothing but their sins and their recompense to 
occupy their minds; when business and pleasure have passed for ever 
away, when —— conspires to concentrate thought upon the ac- 
tions of a mis-spent life, conscience will have full scope to do her 
dreaded and dreadful work. Men have often exclaimed in the review 
of a dissolute, ungodly life, O the insufferable pangs of an accusing, 
guilty conscience! An eminent statesman, who died a few years since, 
furnished in his last hours, an affecting illustration of the power of an 
awakened conscience. He had led a gay and thoughtless life, and his 
highest ambition was to be esteemed a man of genius and honor, true 
to his friends and a cordial hater of his enemies. At length, he was 
brought to asick and dying bed. A clergyman visited him in the hope 
that he might be induced, at the eleventh hour, to flee to Christ for 
pardon and salvation. He questioned him in relation to his feelings ; 
but his only reply was, in tones of agony, remorse, remorse. And 
when his voice was silenced and his limbs were stiffening he’made ano- 
ther effort to express the hopelessness of his misery by motioning for a 
card, and tracing, with his hand, quivering in death, the same signifi- 
cant word, remorse, remorse. 

** So withers the mind remorse hath riven, 
Unfit for earth, undoomed for heaven, 


Darkness above, despair beneath, 
Around it flame, within it death.” 


But if conscience possesses such blasting power in this world, if its 
partial influence fills the soul with such bitterness and anguish, what 
must it be, when it expends its entire fury upon the soul without miti- 
gation and without end! It was this, in connection with other things, 
that prompted the petition, “gather not my soul with sinners.” There is 
this peculiarity in regard to the pains inflicted by an accusing con- 
science. They are pains from which we cannot escape. They are 
like a burning fire in our bosoms, and the more we strive to quench it, 
the more it rages. It is this idea that Milton, in his Paradise Lost, so 
vividly presents when speaking of the mournful strains in which the 


‘ arch apostate bewailed his wretched state. 
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« Farewell happy fields 
Where joy for ever dwells. Hail horrors, 
Hail infernal wor'd, and thou profoundest hell 
Receive thy new possessor—me, miserable, 
Whither shall I fly? Which way I fly is hell. 
Myself am hell.” 


It is this that gives the climax to the wretchedness of the dying sin- 
ner. He has the elements of misery in his own bosom. It is there 
the fires are kindled which will rage on with unmitigated fury for ever. 
Who will not join in the prayer, “ gather not my soul with sinners ?” 


I shall add but one consideration more. In the death of sinners, pro- 
bation closes, and the rich provisions of the Gospel are henceforth un- 
availing. Up to this period, the voice of mercy is heard calling upon 
prodigals to return, and promising them forgiveness through the blood 
of the atonement. There are no stains too deep and dark to be cleansed 
by a timely application to a merciful end Almghty Redeemer. Thou- 
sands, whose lives have been steeped in guilt, and whose feet have 
been swift to shed blood, have found free forgiveness in Christ. But 
the Gospel is confined in its offers and in its pardoning efficacy to the 
season of man’s probation. It has no power to subjugate the passions 
and renew us unto holiness after the spirit shall return to God who 
gave it. The character we bear with us into eternity will remain un- 
changed through all its revolving ages. “He that is unjust will be 
unjust still, and he which is filthy will be filthy still, and he that is 
righteous will be righteous still, and he that is holy will be holy still.” 
It is this view, which invests the present life with such unspeakable 
and overwhelming interest. The line once passed that separates time 
from eternity, and there “ remaineth no more sacrifice for sin.” But 
who can contemplate an eternal existence of sinning and suffering, and 
not feel an agonizing solicitude to escape a doom so dreadful! Think, 
fellow sinners, of the accumulated horrors which cluster around an im- 
mortal being, who finds himself exposed without hope and without 
relief to the raging of an eternal tempest. The waves of sorrow roll 
over his soul, 


s¢ And in the lowest deep, a lower deep, 
Still threatening to devour him, opens wide, 
To which the hell he suffers seems a heaven.” 


And can this be eternal? Is there no cessation to his insupportable 
woes? Is there no intimation of mercy to lighten his despair? Will 
not a compassionate Saviour once more say, “ come unto me ye that 
are weary and heavy laden, and I will give yourest?” Ono. The 
Jast accents of mercy to him have died away for ever. The Spirit has 
made his last call. The sabbath has dawned for the last time, and all 
the promises of mercy are made, as to him, in vain. Judge ye, if there 
is not ground for the prayer, “ Gather not my soul with sinners.” To 
die in any circumstances is a solemn and momentous event. But to 
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die in the company and with the character of sinners is the climax of 
wretchedness, and ensures the full realization of all that is terrific in 
the wrath of God. How many death-bed scenes confirm the truth of 
this remark. I will mention one, the particulars of which have been 
made public, and they may be relied on as authentic. Some time 
since, a man sent for a clergyman under circumstances that rendered 
his recovery hopeless). He was aware of his danger, and terribly 
alarmed for the safety of his immortal soul. The minister saw, at a 
glance, that there was no time to lose, and directed him to the Lord 
Jesus Christ as willing and able to save to the uttermost. Suddenly, 
and with emphasis, he said, “I am burdened, I am burdened. I must 
unbosom myself, I must confess my sin.”” He mentioned one sin of 
peculiar guilt, and cried out, “ that’s the load that weighs upon my 
conscience.” The minister entreated him to confess his sins to God, 
and seek through the blood of the Saviour, forgiveness. He did cry, 
Lord Jesus, have mercy, but there was no cessation of his tormenting 
fears. At length, summoning his last energies, he threw off the clothes 
from the bed, and said to the minister at his side, “ O, sir, that’s a mighty 
idea, that’s a mighty idea, to go and throw one’s self down before God 
to see what is to be done with us. Yes, sir, it’s to see what is to be 
done with us.” He tossed himself a little longer, screamed for mercy, 
though no mercy came, wept and groaned and died. 

You shudder at the thought that such an end should be yours. It 
may not be, in all its circumstances of aggravation and anguish. And 
yet, a prayerless and gn impenitent life is certain to issue in a hopeless 
and a despairing death. Here then, fellow sinner, is the point of 
chief interest and concern to you, to secure, by an immediate and cor- 
dial reception of the Gospel, the presence of Him, who can cheer 

our dying hour, and bid you welcome to the society and the songs of 
aoe ersisting in impenitence, your soul will be gathered with 
sinners, and their doom will be yours. Flee, then, to the glorious re- 
fuge provided. Be not delayed by the stupidity and the worldliness of 
those around you. Listen not to the suggestions of the adversary. 
Trust not to the fatal delusion of future repentance. Indulge not the 
vain hope that God’s mercy is too great to permit you to perish. Say 
not that perdition is too dreadful to be a reality. Thousands have 
comforted themselves in this delusion, till hope expired, and they found 
themselves wailing in despair. Your only hope is, in repairing to the 
cross, and making Christ your Saviour and your friend. Doing this, 
your soul shall not be gathered with sinners, but amidst the agonies of 
dissolving nature you shall triumphantly exclaim, “O death, where is 
thy sting ; O grave, where is thy victory.” May this be your end and 
mine, and to the riches of grace, will we ascribe all the praise now 
and for ever. » 
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BY REV. ELISHA YALE, D.D., 


PASTOR OF THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, KINGSBORO’, N.Y. 


THE DIVINE METHOD 
OF RAISING CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS. 


“Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God 
hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.”—1 Cor. xvi. 2, 


Love gives a cup of cold water to a disciple. Love visits the needy 
and the afflicted. Love goes forth to seek and save the lost. Ina 
distant country, under the burning sun, amid privations, many and 
great, love cheers the weary, drooping stranger, while he pities, and 
instructs, and guides the returning wanderer. So God sent his Sm 
into the world to save sinners. So the Son came, saying, “I delight 
to do thy will, O my God.” To build the tabernacle, the willing. 
hearted brought enough, and more than enough. Said the man after 
God’s own heart, “ Because I have set my affection to the house of my 
God, I have of mine own proper good, of gold and silver, prepared 
with all my might three thousand talents of gold, and seven thousand 
talents of silver. Who then is willing to consecrate his service this 
day unto the Lord ?” 

Love was the grace of God bestowed upon the churches of Mace- 
donia. Then, in a great trial of affliction, the abundance of their joy, 
and their deep poverty, abounded unto the riches of their liberality 
They were willing of themselves beyond their power. They prayed 
the Apostles with much entreaty to receive the gift. They first gave 
themselves to the Lord, and then were they ready to do his willin 
every good work. Love inspires the coahald seaslibitiios of the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who, though he was rich, yet for our sakes 
became poor, that we through his poverty might become rich. We 
are not our own, but are bought with a price; and, in the exercise of 
love, we devote to him that loved and bought us, all that we are and 
have, and all that we can do, to carry into effect his designs of mercy 
to perishing men, and we ask, each one for himself, 


‘¢ What can I do for Him that died, 
To save my wretched soul ?” 
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Knowing, as we do, the languishing state of the missionary enter- 
prise, in all its departmenis, we shall rejoice to find the Divine Method 
of raising all the funds we need. 


Let us examine this DIVINE METHOD. 


1. It is to contribute frequently and statedly. Upon the first day of 
the week. This is frequently, for it is once in seven days. Nor shall 
we think that God calls too frequently, if he calls once a week, to 
make some appropriate acknowledgment of his right, by giving a por- 
tion of what he gives us, to carry on his peculiar work in the world, 
and to save the perishing ; to save them, not from starvation, but from 
perdition. Can once a week be too frequently to lay by in store to feed 
the hungry and clothe the naked ? Was it not ordered in the Churches 
of Galatia, as well as in the Church of Corinth, that the same rule 
should be observed ? And can we hesitate for a moment to adopt it in 
regard to the evangelizing of the world? Once a week—can this be 
too often to make a pecuniary contribution to send the word of life, or 
the messenger of mercy, announcing life to those who are dead in sins ? 
Were our souls where theirs are, should we think once a week too 
often to be thought of, and prayed for, and labored for, that we might 
live? Relief must be had. God has ordered it to be given by us, and 
given on the first day of the week. Frequently, so that we may never 
forget it. 

Statedly also. Upon the first day of the week. What day could 
be more appropriate 2? The Redeemer’s birth-day. As it is said, “ This 
day have I begotten thee.” The day of the Church’s foundation : for, 
on the first day of the week, the stone, which the builders rejected, 
became the head of the corner. What precious associations! A rising 
Saviour! A Church founded! Now, on the same day, we lay by in 
store that which may honor the Saviour, add lively stones to the build- 
ing, send hope to the benighted world. It must be good also to begin 
the week with this labor of love. Let God have the first fruits of all 
our time ; let the noble object of saving lost men, as co-workers with 
God, pre-occupy our thoughts and our plans, give tone to our spirit, 
and direction to all our movements. To commence the week in this 
manner assimilates earth to heaven, the employments of Christians to 
the employments of angels. The sanctity and the blessedness of the 
Sabbath are thus spread over all our time and all the work of our 
hands. Thus frequently and statedly the Divine Method requires to 
lay by in store. 


2. It is to contribute universally. “ Every one of you.” Isitaduty 
to contribute frequently and statedly for evangelizing the world ? 
Whose duty is it? The duty of every Christian. Is it a privilege? 
Whose privilege? Does our Lord demand the service of every one ? 
Does he not, at the same time, allow every one the privilege? Who 
is it, then, among all his friends, that is to be exempt from the duty ? 
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‘Who that is to be deprived of the privilege? Not one, Due allegi. 
ance is expected of all, and due favor is shown to all. It is ordained 
that every one shall lay by him in store. How suitable and how bean- 
tiful is this arrangement! Here the whole Church of Christ, the high 
and the low, the rich and the poor, the male and the female, appear 
before him on the first day of the week. Nor does any one appear 
empty. Every one lays by him in store an offering, as an acknow. 
ledgment of obligation and thanksgiving. This being done frequently 
and statedly, and on that day of consecration and blessing, it is suited 
to produce the most happy results. Here all hearts beat in unison, be- 
fore the face of the Lord. This act is done by every one in his own 
dwelling, under the eye of the Lord, who seeth not as man seeth, 
but looketh upon the heart. From a principle of obedience and love 
every redeemed sinner gives an offering tothe Lord. While this method 
cherishes the best feelings towards God our Saviour, and towards his 

eople and cause, it does, at the same time, lie as the basis of all that 
is needful by way of contribution. 

For a moment think of the power which the mighty Saviour can 

call into action on this principle. Suppose a church of two hundred 
and fifty members. Let every one be poor, and i? | one lay by only 
the widow’s two mites, which make a farthing. One cent a week 
from two hundred and fifty Christians will amount, in a year, to at 
least one hundred and twenty-five dollars! Is not the Divine Meruop 
one of great power? How vast the sum from a million of Christians! 
—from a million of poor Christians! Not less than five hundred thou- 
sand dollars ! 
; But this is by no means the divine standard of contribution. It is 
only the frequency and universality that we have yet considered. And 
far be it from us to intimate that the rich are to contribute no more than 
the poor. Such is by no means the Divine Metuop. 


3. It is to contribute in due proportion. “As God hath prospered 
him.” It is supposed that every Christian is engaged in business. It 
is needful, while in this world, that every one should have some honest 
and laudable mode of acquiring property, both to supply personal and 
domestic wants, and afford a surplus for the needy. Believers were 
generally poor in Apostolic times, and obtained the means of their 
support by their daily labor. At the end of the week, their work bein 
done, they could be ready to observe the Divine Providence in ell 
to them, and to know how they had been prospered in their business. 
And this was the rule of proportion for theircontribution. They might 
lay by in store a certain per cent., five, ten, twenty, or any other pro- 
portion, just as they were able, or as their love prompted them to do, 
either more or less. If, at any time, they had received more than com- 
mon, then their proportion would be the same, while the amount would 
be greater. And so, if they had received less. This would operate 
equally upon all the members; for the rich would give abundance 
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from their abundant income, and the poor would give a little, just in 
the same proportion. 
The Apostle does not say, however, how much each man should 
ive, only that it should be proportionate to each one’s prosperity. 
Sears one is able to exercise his own judgment. God wishes not that 
we should feel as tributaries, but as friends and children ; that he is 
Lord of all, the Father of mercies, and the Saviour of the lost ; that 
we should understand the work he is engaged in, and that we are 
allowed and expected to co-operate in it. And, that our views may 
be enlarged and our affections engaged, he allows us the unspeakable 
privilege of considering his kingdom as our kingdom, his work as our 
work, his glory as our glory, and the happiness and glory of all that is 
achieved and done, as his joy, in which we are permitted to share. 
With such a work before us, and such results as our ultimate reward 
and portion, he calls us to take part in the work, with the assurance 
that every one shall receive a reward according to his own labor. 
With our eye fixed on the future joy, he allows us to deny ourselves, to 
labor, to make sacrifices, and bear his ¢foss, just in proportion te our 
faith and love ; all proceeding spontaneously from our ardent affection 
for him, and his cause, and the souls of men. In this blessed enter- 
prise, he lays out before us, not only this world, which is the field in 
which he works and employs us, but heaven and hell, with their eternal 
realities. Heaven, the dwelling of all that become holy and happy, on 
the one hand; and hell, with the wicked and the lost, on the other, 
God reveals to us as the final destination of every soul of man. It is 
not, then, a mere estimate of our doing a certain amount of labor, or 
giving a certain amount of contribution, or bearing a ‘certain weight of 
sorrow and affliction, that is to regulate our action, or our suffering ; but it 
is the worth of the soul, the bliss of heaven, the pains of hell, the example 
of God, angels and good men, that are to be always before us. Such 
are the themes of thought, the expanding, ennobling, and invigorating 
realities, which are to move us. And, with these in view, God allows 
us to judge and determine how great shall be the amount that we will 
consecrate (o this noble, angelic, godlike enterprise. The purpose and 
the act are to be our own, in the sight of God, with the glory and joy 
that are set before us. 
Such is the Divine Metuop. 


4. It is such as requires order and care. “ Let every one of you lay 
by him in store.” Laborers have store-houses. In them they preserve 
the fruits of their labor. They have also a place for their money ; 
their iron chest or some other place of safety. This is their treasury, 
In this they deposit the results of their industry and frugality. For 
what? For the double purpose of order and safe-keeping. On this 
place of deposit, how much thought may be expended! It is the store, 
perhaps, laid up for a day of trouble, or for the helplessness of old age, 
or as an inheritance for children. In view of this store, one may say 
to his soul, “ Thou hast much goods laid up for many years.” Another 
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may calculate how much he may gain by the provident use of this 
store; or he may pride himself on the power he can exert with his 
wealth. Others may look towards their little store with an anxious 
eye, unable to tell how their wants shall be supplied amid the vicissitudes 
of an uncertain hereafter. 

But where is the man who keeps a treasury for God? I mean a 
place of deposit, in which he may lay up in store, as God has prospered 
him, his contribution for the relief of the needy, especially the needy 
soul. It would be no great stretch of the imagination to suppose that 
a pious mind would find as much pleasure in thinking of the Lord’s 
treasury as of his own. It is the testimonial of his heavenly Father's 
bounty. Every thought of it calls forth a new emotion of love, with 
a strong desire to do good to the needy. In this treasury the money is 
safe, and it is ready. This was one design of the Apostle in ordering 
this deposit—“ that there be no gatherings when I come.” He was 
making collections in Asia and Europe, among the churches of the 
Gentiles, to relieve the pogg saints at Jerusalem. He was the general 
agent in this concern. As he was passing from one church to another 
to promote their spiritual interests, he was willing to take charge of 
their collections, and be the bearer of them for the relief of the poor, 
But he did not wish to do what they could do themselves. Nor did he 
wish to be diverted or detained from his great work while their 
collections were being made. If they would foilow his directions, all 
would be ready. He would receive their bounty, and rejoice with them 
in their readiness and liberality. Then God would be pleased with their 
cheerfulness, and honored by the abundance of their contribution and 
their joy. Soin all cases of charitable liberality, if the Divine Metxop 
were followed, how pleasant, how delightful would be the aspect of the 
Church! Every member laying by him in store upon the first day of 
the week, as God had prospered. him, what an abundance would there 
be for every want! How promptly, how cheerfully, how satisfactorily 
would every want be met! Then would there be no complaint of 
hard times; for every one’s bounty would be ready. Then would 
there be no complaint of too many calls; for on every Lord's 
day the store would be replenished. Let there be a call on one Lord’s 
day for the Bible Society ; on another, for the Tract Society; ona 
third, for the Foreign Missionary Society; on a fourth, for the Home 
Missionary Society ; on a fifth, for the Education Society ; on a sixth, 
for the Sabbath School Society ; and so on, till all the Societies, which 
deserve our aid, have called—and then—what? Let them call again ; 
for again we shall be ready. Note, however, that the Apostle does 
not direct these supplies to be laid by in the house of God on the first 
day of the week; but every one in his own house. Then, at the 
call of the Lord, there may be brought forth, from every one’s store, 
whatever has been laid by, or as much as may be needful and proper 
for that object, 
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Let THESE Divine INSTRUCTIONS BE APPLIED. 


1. Personal responsibility is an essential element of the Divine 
MeEtuop. 

Our Lord does not intend that the individual shall be lost in the 
mass. His eye is upon the treasury. He observes every offering. 
The rich may cast in much. But his eye is upon every one. He 
orders every one of us, on the first day of the week, to lay by in store 
as he has prospered us. And he looks as carefully at the gift of 
the poor as at the gift of the rich. He kindly takes notice of the 
love, the hard labor, the self-denial of a poor disciple who presents 
a small oblation. The turtle-dove, the young pigeon, the two mites, 
the hard-earned shilling, given cheerfully, joyfully, with a heart over- 
flowing with faith and love, attracts the notice of the “ High and 
Lofty One.” But if there be among his professed followers, one, or 
two, or any other number, who present no oblation, how do you think 
the Omniscient views them ? They have no treasury for God. They 
lay by nothing in store. They have no present for him in their hand, 
nor in their house. He sees nothing in all they possess designed for 
him, unless connected with some self-interest. Do you think that 
Christ is pleased with such? They may think, indeed, that the church 
to which they belong does much; and they may think that they shall 
pass along with the church, as being bountiful. But what theology, 
what logic is this? The Church is bountiful ; therefore, every mem- 
ber is bountiful! Do such expect to die with the mass, to be judged 
with the mass, to be admitted into heaven with the mass? Is it 
not written that, “ Every one of us shall give account of himself to 
God?’ And does not the same authority order that “ upon the first 
day of the week, every one shall lay by him in store as God hath pros- 
pered him?” As certainly as every member of the Church is an indi- 
vidual being, just so certainly is every one ordered to lay by in store 
as God hath prospered him. 


2. The Divine Method is feasible——In regard to many plans there is 
doubt whether they will operate well in practice, because it may be 
difficult to carry them out. But there is no difficulty in regard to 
this; for only one person is concerned in carrying it out. He is not 
dependent on any one but himself. None need inquire whether 


_ the whole church, or any considerable number, or even any other one, 


will do it. Itis a personal matter. Nor can any one say he is not 
able ; for it is pr to lay by in store .s God has prospered you. It is 
the simplest of all methods, and can be easily carried into effect by 
every one that desires todo it. Let there be but a willing mind, and you 
will do as did the contributors to build the tabernacle or the temple ; 
or, as did the Gentile churches to relieve the poor saints at Jerusalem. 
A willing mind makes a cheerful giver, and God loveth a cheerful giver. 


3. The Divine Method is for the best interest of the Church.—Let 
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every member try it at once. It will give new views to many on this 
most practical subject. It will greatly enlarge the mind. _It will put 
every one on a desire to arrange his affairs with system. It will tend 
to inspire every one with energy. It will dilate the heart with joy. It 
will open a new source of enjoyment. And it will give an unwonted 
impulse to all religious feeling and action, and to the common business 
of life; for, as you adopt this Divine Method you will feel more than 
ever before that you live for God, for the Church, for the benefit of 
souls, and for a vast eternity. Your meditations, your prayers, your 
plans, your whole manner of life will be improved. You will at once 
become more like Christ in your regard to the great work of evangel- 
izing the world; and, in many important respects, the aspect of the 
world, of time and eternity, will be changed. You will aim at higher, 
nobler, more enduring, and more glorious objects, for you will more 
readily understand the mind of Christ, and more justly estimate the su- 
perlative excellence of his kingdom and glory. 


4, The Divine Method carried out will furnish abundant supplies.— 
If one cent a week from a million will furnish five hundred thousand 
dollars, as the contribution of the poor, what an abundant supply will 
be furnished when the more able and the rich shall lay by in store as 
God has prospered them! Fifty cents are but the tenth part of five 
dollars. If every one should adopt Jacob’s vow, what an income would 
annually flow into the Lord’s treasury! For every ten dollars one; 
for every hundred dollars ten: for every thousand a hundred! But we 
are not to suppose that the more able will be content to give no larger 
proportion than the poor. Where much is forgiven, the love will be 
much. Where the Lord bestows bountifully, he expects to reap boun- 
tifully. And the pious soul, that receives much from the Lord, delights 
to consecrate much to him in return. There can, therefore, be no 
doubt of abundant supplies, if the Divine Method be carried out. 


5. The Divine Method affords a test of Christian love—In some 
parts of the world a man becomes a Christian at the risk of his life. 
So it was generally during the first three hundred years after the 
Christian era. And thus were verified the words of Christ to his disci- 
ples: Ye shall be hated of all nations for my name’s sake. He added, 
** He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life for 
my sake, shall find it.” But what is the test of Love to Christ, at this 
time, and in this land? It is not the name of Christ. So many are 
called Christians, that the name is far from being a term of reproach. 
. It requires no self-denial, no sacrifice, no cross, to assume the Christian 
name, at this time, and in this country. What then is a test of Chris- 
tian love 2? Is it orthodox doctrine? Is it moral duty or religious 
form? Is it penance or abstinence? Is it frequent or long continued 
exercises of prayer, preaching, or effort to persuade sinners to become 
such sort of Christians as everywhere abounds? None of these, nor all 
of them together ; for all these may be where there is nothing of the 
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peculiarities of that love which would die for Christ. But here is a 
test of Christian love. When one hears the command of Christ, “Go » 
into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature,” and says, 
“ Lord, here am I, send me,” and goes forth. When another perceives 
that he is not qualified to go, but is willing to do as much at home, and 
deny himself as much, and suffer as much to encourage and sustain him 
that goes. This is Christian love ; and this is precisely what is needed 
in this country at this time. For the sake of illustration, suppose that 
you were to devote yourself and your all to the missionary cause, just 
as the most devoted missionary of whom you ever heard, and labor at 
home instead of going abroad. You live in as good a house, and wear 
as good apparel, and spread as good a table, and regulate all your ex- 
penses, and improve all your time, and train your family just as you 
think it becomes your brother, the missionary, to do; at the same time 
you deny yourself as much, and do all in your power as much to pro- 
mote the cause, as you expect him to do. In all these things you 
keep the Lord Jesus Christ in view, and seek to please him, and imi- 
tate his example, and bear his cross, and seek his kingdom. You also, 
as a true yoke-fellow, work shoulder to shoulder with them who toil 
abroad; pray as they pray, and feel as they feel, and hope as they 
hope. Tell me now, is not this Christian love? Tell me again, does 
not the Divine Method lead to this very course ? Is it not then a test 
of Christian love ? Is not this the very thing that is needed at this 
time and in this country ? It is not a bloody test, to be sure; but is it 
not as surely a test? Admit, indeed, if it be demanded, that all this 
might be without love to Christ. We contend, too, that a man might 
“give his body to be burned” without charity ; but this alters not the 
nature of the test. It still stands good for this purpose; and by this 
must Christian love, at this day, and in this land, be tried. 


6. Finally. Shall the Divine Method be adopted and pursued ?— 
For one, I answer in the affirmative. I will not preach to others. what 
I will not do myself. Ihave weighed this matter ; and I beg you to 
allow me to say, without being thought ostentatious, that I have prac- 
tised this method, substantially, for about thirty years. I do not say 
that I have literally laid by on the first day of the week, as God has 
prospered me; but that I have done the same as to the general amount. 
I do not say that I have loved Christ, or his cause, or the souls of men, 
or denied myself and ~iffered so much as-I might have done. But I 
do say that I have, during these years, devoted a certain proportion, a 
tenth at least, of all that God has given me, to histreasury. Nor would 
I have said this publicly, were it not that consistency seemed to require 
it, for I wish to bear testimony that the Divine Method is good. It im- 
presses upon the Christian a sense of personal responsibility ; it is fea- 
sible ; it is good to the one who follows it ; it enables one to do his part 
in contributing to evangelize the world ; it is a test of Christian love. 
And now, I must urge every one to adopt and pursue this method. The 
single fact that it is of God, is sufficient to recommend it to every one 
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that loves God. Then the fact that it is called for at the present time 
to sustain and carry forward the missionary enterprise, should recom. 
mend it to every one who loves Christ and the souls of men. It pro- 
poses that something be done; that it be done now ; that every Chris. 
tian should do it, and continue to do it. It is no oppressive method ; 
but one of equality. It is no partial method; but one to be adopted 
by every Christian. It is no fitful method; but one to be pursued 
steadily, as based on Christian principle. It is no unsuitable method ; 
but one adapted to the exigency of the times, and adequate to all the 
demands of charity. It isno novel invention ; but it has stood the test 
of ages. Nor is it just now discovered ; for it is written in the ancient 
records. The author of “ The Great Commission” urges it as appro- 
priate to the present wants of the world, as well as of divine authority, 
We expect of our missionaries as much at least as this Divine Method 
requires. And why should not every one of us do as they do, and 
bring all our love, and self-denial, and practical energy to bear upon 
this heavenly enterprise? “ Who then is willing, this day, to conse- 
crate his services to the Lord,” and to a perishing world? “ His God 
be with him, and make him a blessing to thousands of millions.” 
Amen. 
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SERMON CCCLXIV. 





BY REV. JOHN M. WHITON, 


ANTRIM, NEW HAMPSHIRE. 





The Salvation of the Gospel great, and not to be neglected with 
Impunity. 


«“ How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation ?””—HEB. I1., PART OF 3d. 


Tuat thousands who have the offer of salvation by Christ, do neglect 
it, and neglect it shamefully, is too plain to need proof. By neglect- 
ing prayer—leaving the Bible unstudied—desecrating the Sabbath— 
absenting themselves from Christian assemblies, or hearing the truth 
with utter indifference—slighting divine ordinances—preferring to 
think, read, or talk of anything rather than Christ, they neglect this 
salvation. In so doing, they live as Satan would have them; he 
wishes them to do nothing worse, for Christ neglected is practically the 
same as Christ rejected. Better neglect anything else. Irreligion, 
though less hurtful to present. interest or reputation, will be found, in 
the end, as fatal to the soul as open immorality. 

The topics presented in the text are, the greatness of this salvation— 
and the fallacy of the negleeter’s hope of escape. 


1. A work is thought to be great, in proportion to the greatness of 
the preparations for its accomplishment. When, in passing by a field, 
you see a great multitude of laborers, with all sorts of implements, you 
infer that some great piece of work is in hand. On visiting a large 
commercial city, the ships, wharves and stores, apprise you that an ex- 
tensive trade is intended. The sight of a large army with all sorts of 
warlike materiel, would lead you to the conclusion that some great 
conquest was meditated. Think, now, of the vastness of God’s pre- 
parations for the salvation of men. A Saviour, early promised—sacri- 
fices appointed—religious worship enjoined—angels sent from heaven 
with messages to men—prophets raised up to preach and foretell—a 
Sabbath instituted—the holy Scriptures written—the Son of God not 
spared from a painful death—Gospel ordinances appointed—ministers 
sent forth to call men to repentance—the Spirit poured from on high: 
and then say, do not the preparations indicate the greatness of that sal- 
vation which is their sole object ? 


2. We infer the magnitude of a work from the dignity of the chief 
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agent. Why, for the highest places of magistracy, or embassies to 
foreign nations, do men propose those, supposed to possess first rate 
qualifications? Because the trust reposed is great; the work to be 
done, important. For the work of redemption, neither man nor angel 
was competent ; the undertaking of it on the part of Christ, was as if 
he had said, It can be trusted to no hand but my own; I myself will 
become the chief agent ; “lo, I come;” no other than a divine person 
can expiate sin, magnify the law, subdue the heart of the sinner, and 
render forgiveness consistent with justice. Such is the dignity of the 
Saviour, God’s own Son, that it is the glory of our world that he lived 
in it, of our nature that he assumed it. How great the work that re- 
quired for its accomplishment the strength of an Almighty Arm, the 
attributes of an Infinite Mind! 


3. The multitude of subordinate agents is another token of the great- 
ness of an enterprise. Solomon built the temple—but not without the 
instrumentality of many thousands of inferior agents, whose labors were 

ut in requisition year after year. What a vast amount of services! 
How costly the edifice! Behold in redemption a greater than Solomon 
here. Under Christ, the Superior Agent, what countless multitudes of 
subordinates have been employed in unbroken succession, from age to 
age. What an army of Prophets, Apostles, Martyrs! How many 
myriads of ministers called of God to preach! What numbers employ- 
ed in writing, translating, printing and circulating the Bible and other 
books of piety! How many millions have subserved the great cause as 
teachers, in families and Sabbath schools; or aided it by their prayers 
and contributions! The printers who publish Christian books, the 
laborers who build our churches, yea, the very sailors who convey the 
missionary to his far distant destination—all are co-operators. Perhaps 
they mean not so; their object may be anything rather than the salva- 
tion of souls; still they are necessary, though involuntary, builders of 
the spiritual temple. Would such a multitude of hands be employed, 
were the work not great ? 


4. A fourth mark of greatness is found in the importance of the ob- 
ject to be accomplished. The pyramids of Egypt, though structures of 
prodigious magnitude and cost, are, in the respect just mentioned, un- 
important and almost worthless. What good have they done the 
world? unless, indeed, to furnish a tomb for the bodies of a few kings, 
which might just as well have dissolved into their original elements in 
a common grave. What a misapplication and waste of time and 
treasure! But a canal, facilitating communication, and creating a pro- 
fitable commerce between distant regions ; a steam communication be- 
tween Europe and America, bringing remote quarters of the world into 
near neighborhood ; are great enterprises, on account of their perma- 
nently and extensively beneficial results. While we yield to these and 
similar works, all the tribute they can justly claim, yet how insignifi- 
cant are all earthly and temporal objects compared with the salvation 
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of a soul—an undying soul! of millions of such souls—souls that will 
think, and act, and feel for ever! as all the souls who ever thought and 
felt, are, in some unknown part of God’s universe, thinking and feeling 
beings still. To open the blind eyes—to unstop the deaf ears—to ex- 
tirpate the bad passions of depraved nature—to lead men in the path 
of peace—to bring succor to the perishing, pardon to the guilty, salvation 
to the wretched and miserable, an eternal heaven to those who deserve 
the deepest hell—this is what the Gospel aims at. How transcendent 
the object, how great the salvation! 


5. An enterprise is stamped with greatness in proportion to the ob- 
stacles removed, and the difficulties overcome. The celebrated road of 
Napoleon, from France through Switzerland into Italy, carried over 
the Simplon, one of the Alps, leads the traveller up steep acclivities, on 
the verge of tremendous precipices and almost unfathomable gulfs, 
wondering how human ingenuity could construct a way through scenes 
so frowning and seemingly inaccessible. There are other channels of 
communication, formed by an excavation under the bed of'a large river, 
or by: tunneling mountains. The difficulties overcome impart to these 
works the impress of greatness. Apply this thought to the moral diffi- 
culties overcome in the sinner’s salvation: the enmity of the carnal 
mind against God—its dislike of humbling truth—its repugnance to 
duty—its love of sin—its strong and almost invincible prejudices—the 
power of evil habits and bad passions nourished by long indulgence— 
the corrupt customs and maxims of the world—the influence of wicked 
men, and the agency of wicked spirits—all must be overcome, or the 
soul will not be converted. What power is adequate but that of God? 
What else, amid so many opposing influences, could keep the Church 
from utter extinction? Instead of wondering there is so little religion 
in the world, the wonder rather is that there is any; considering the 
obstacles in the way. The glory of it is to be given to God alone. 
How truly are the righteous said to be “scarcely saved;” not without 
powerful assistance, not without having been in imminent danger of 
perishing. In this respect it is a great salvation. 


6. Once more: a work is deemed great in proportion as its influence 
is extended through space and duration. The discovery of America 
by Columbus has affected the temporal ‘and spiritual condition of mil- 
lions, in three quarters of the globe, from that day to this; and the 
influence is destined to continue and widen, to the end of the world. 
The conquests of Britain in Asia, and the colonization of New Holland 
by that Power, are now influencing the political and moral state of 
hundreds of millions of mankind ; and seem destined to be the means 
of introducing modern civilisation and science into more than half the 
Eastern hemisphere. Wide however in extent, and permanent in du- 
ration, as may have been the influences of these enterprises, and of 
many others recorded on the page of history, they bear no comparison 
to the influences emanating from the cross of Christ. The former fill, 
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relatively, but a point of space, and a few years or ages of duration, 
Then they are well nigh forgotten. Behold in the Cross, an object 
whose influences have affected every individual of every generation; 
an object which diffuses a moral glory through the universe ; one that 
will be remembered with the deepest interest, as long as souls exist ; 
one which angels gaze at ; one that probably will for ever affect all be. 
ings, in all worlds. Yes; the object of the great salvation is one that 
fills both eternity and immensity. 


II. The hope of escape, on the part of the neglecter of this salva. 
tion, is fallacious and vain. 

Men of infidel principles deny, of course, the reality of any such sal- 
vation as has been described, and maintain, either that death is a mere 
change in the mode of existence, from which no evil is to be appre- 
hended, or an eternal sleep. They scout the idea of salvation froma 
danger, which they pretend to think purely imaginary. We are not 
now dealing with such. We refer to those who profess some belief in 
Divine Revelation—some respect for the Bible. They hope to escape, 
not by resisting the power, or hiding from the presence of Gop: not 
by being overlooked and forgotten in the immensity of His works: 
not on the ground that He is indifferent to moral distinctions, or regard- 
less of human conduct. They are not so infatuated as to trust in any- 
thing of this sort. No: their hope of impunity is derived from some 
other source. It will be found, generally speaking, to rest on some 
one of the three following supports: either that all will be saved—or 
that a moral life is sufficient—or that in the close of life, if not before, 
perhaps in the very hour of dissolution, Gop will give them convert- 
ing grace. These are the most plausible and popular grounds of a 
yh hope. 

As to the first, that all will be saved. Is the moral influence of this 
opinion good? Does it tend to make men humble, prayerful, watchful 
against sin? Has it a reforming power over the young? Who are 
most gratified to resort to meetings where it is held forth, the pious and 
devout, or the irreligious and careless? When, of two sides of a 
question, the one is safe, the other dangerous; when, by embracing 
the latter, nothing substantial is gained, and by embracing the former, 
nothing substantial is lost ; what part does wisdom dictate? Besides, 
when the question was directly put to Christ, “ Are there few that be 
saved ?”’ why, if all are saved, did he not, on so fair an occasion, bring 
out the truth? Why give an answer, evidently teaching the contrary: 
“ Strive to enter in at the strait gate; for many,I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, and shall not be able. When once the Master 
of the house is risen up, and hath shut to the door, and ye begin to 
stand without and to knock at the door, saying, Lorp, Lorp, open unto 
us ; and he shall answer and say unto you, I know you not whence ye 
are :” “There shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth when ye shall 
see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the Prophets, in the king- 
dom of Gop, and you yourselves thrust out.” 
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When men find themselves driven from this ground, the refuge next 
resorted to is apt to be worldly morality—a very different thing from 
Christian morality, as it lays the main stress on duty to man, overlook- 
ing, to a great extent, duty to Gov. They bring themselves to believe, 
that if free from disreputable vice ; if honest in dealings, good neigh- 
bors, useful citizens, and kind to their families ; Gop will not be strict 
to mark what they call by the soft name of infirmities, but consider 
them as cancelled by a predominance of good deeds over evil. But 
what saith Scripture on this point? “ Ye must be born again”— 
“ Make you a new heart and a new spirit” —“ He that believeth not 
the Son, shall not see life’— Without holiness shall no man see the 
Lorp.” If these and similar passages mean anything, they must mean 
that something more spiritual than a cold worldly morality, however 
exact, is necessary to make men what they ought to be; fit for 
Heaven. 

When convinced that neither an indiscriminate salvation, nor an ex- 
ternal morality, isa safe reliance, men often flee, as a dernier ressort, to 
the hope that some time in the course of life, possibly at the very close, 
Gop will interpose with his converting grace. We grant this is possi- 
ble; in some few instances, genuine death-bed repentance doubtless 
occurs ; we have one clear instance in the Bible, the case of the peni- 
tent thief on the Cross. This was put there that none might utterly 
despair. But take notice, that in all the Bible is found but one such 
instance: that none may presume to delay. Shall everlasting interests 
be risked on a bare peradventure ? Suppose, that after a life of irreli- 
gion, you have in the last sickness some feelings that seem like repent- 
ance: how are you to test their genuineness ? Health is the proper 
time to bring such things to the proof. How can you determine that 
feelings, excited only by the near approach of death, are anything 
better than instinctive alarm, or selfish apprehension? Must not your 
sun, in such a case, descend beneath the horizon of life, in obscurity 
and doubt? Can there but be a dread, lest “ the harvest is past, the 
summer is ended, and we are not saved ?” 

The truth is, that to the impenitent sinner there is no escape. His 
sin will find him out. “The hail shall sweep away the refuges of 
lies.” “If the righteous be scarcely saved, where shall the ungodly 
and the sinner appear ?”’ “ Though they dig into hell, thence shall 
my hand take them ; though they climb up to Heaven, thence will I 
bring them down.” ‘“ When they shall say, Peace and safety, then 
sudden destruction cometh upon them—and they shall not escape.” 

These views open the way to a multitude of reflections, of which 
only a few can now be introduced. 

How many presumptuous hopes of impunity, fondly cherished by 
wicked men, are doomed to fatal and eternal disappointment ! 

Proportionate to the greatness of this salvation, is the obligation to 
seek its blessings. Reader, are you so doing ? Striving to enter in at 
the strait gate? Practically regarding an interest in Christ as of 
all objects the most important ? heuke for an eternity, which will 
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be ever running on but never run out? In the same proportion is the 
guilt of neglecting such a salvation. Better, we repeat, to neglect 
anything than the soul. What anguish in the dying hour has the ne- 
lect occasioned to millions, when they saw the loss was irretrievable ! 
in the case of the dying sinner who exclaimed, “ O, I would give 
worlds to be pardoned !” 

A salvation so inestimable—so perfectly adapted to meet the moral 
necessities and relieve the spiritual miseries of man—-so precious, in 
relation to the Agent employed, the price paid, the blessings conferred, 
and the duration to which it extends—is worthy of such a memorial 
as the Lorp’s Supper. Let us, therefore, at fitting times, “keep the 
feast, not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wick- 
edness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.” 

Why is this salvation, this pearl of price, so generally neglected 
among men? Can we account for the fact, except by the admission 
of the blindness and depravity of their hearts? How strange that 
man, the only being in this world capable of religion, should be so 
Occupied with trifles, and so regardless of his highest interests ! 

A salvation so great, demands not only our personal acceptance of 
it, but our earnest efforts to recommend it to our friends and neighbors, 
and impart the knowledge of it to the most distant nations. Behol 
here an ample justification both of Christian labors at home, and of 
Christian Missions abroad, For these objects, how much needs to 
be done! Here is work enough for every individual in the Church 
of Christ. In this sacred community, let there be no idle, no in- 
different, member. “ Wherefore, beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lorp; forasmuch 
as ye know that your labor is not in vain, in the Lorp.” Amen. 





